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having prov’d losgetthen it was 
expetted, I. find- Abundance - of 


; : [* Story of the Afriedn Company 


~ People begin to enquire into ita little, that 


did not mind it before 


——And as they 
are amus’d by the fpecious Tales of intereft- 


 edand partial People, and fo prejudiced for 


Want of Information, I thought it would 


~ not be amifs to entera little into theHiftory 
of this whole Affair, which 1 fhall do for 


undeceiving fach abus’d People 5 and this I 


. fhall do as briefly I can. 


We have had in England for near soYeary 


a very beneficial Trade carry’d on from 
_ England to the Coaft of Africk, vulgarly 


call’'d Guines, and from thence to our Co- 
Jonies in Amcrictmeme Our Exports from 
England have been, generally fpeaking, our 
Woollen Manufa&tures, particularly Perpe- 
tuana’s, a Kind of Serge ufed in that Coun- 


try, with fome Mas fa@ures introduc’d 


merely by che Company it felf, and call’d 
therefore more properly Guines Stuffs— 
And when the Trade has been flourifhing, 
they have exported of thefe Things 50 to 
60000 per Annum.———— The Return for 
this has been partly to England, in Gold- 
Doft, or in Ivory, or Blephants Teeth, raw 
Hides, red Earth, Bees-Wax, &. Com- 


modities all very ufefal. in. ndy aad 
which we -fhould be oblig’d ofherwile to 
buy from other Nations with our ready 
Money 3 theother Branch of their Return 
has been in Negroes or Slaves carry’d from 
thence chiefly. to: our Ifland Colonies ‘in 
America, {uch as Famaics, Barbadoes, Nevis, 
Antegos, St. Chriftopbers, Gr. Andd few to 
eee efpeciaDy Virginie and Mary- 
an e 
This Trade has hitherto been carry'd on 
ja an exclufive Company, as the Eaft-Judle 
Trade has, and feems to lie under fome 
Neceffity of being fo carry’d on, there being 
no Nation under whofe Prote@ion they can 
trade, no National Juftice to whom they 
can apply in Cafes of Difpute, no Body Po- 
litick wich whom they can negotiate, or 
Government with whom they can treat for 
the Regulation of Commerce, as in the 
Cafes of all regulated Companies there are. 
And this by the way, I think, may be 
laid down as 2 Maxim in the Cafe of Com- 
panies in England; a Regulated Company 
is ere&ted in no Trade, but which may be 
carry'd on by private Stocks without any 
fuch Regulations at a; and an Exciufive 
Company is alow’d in England, in nofafe 
but where private Trade cannot be d 
on 
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Interlopers, but feparate Traders, of Toper “4 


on but by Fortee———The Difference of the 
Two being this, that ina Regulated Com- 
pany every Man trades as he pleafes, for 
more or lefs, and only comes under fome 
united Conditions for the empowering them 
as a Body to negotiate with the refpe@ive 
Government of the Places they trade to— 
But a Joint-Stock is where there are Settle- 
ments formed among barbarous Nations, 
that are not to be traded with but by Force, 
where nt or Laws of Commerce are 
fo eftablith’d, as may be depended upon for 
Safety and Protection. =i. . 

And fuch ig all its Parts:js the Trade to 
Africa—Andthis, without entring farther 
into the Cafe; has oblig’d the Oppofers of 
the prefent Company to come in to the Ju- 
ftice and Neceflity of Forts and Caftles to 
maintain the Trade, tho’ at firft they flouted 
at the Nation, and ridicul’d the Suppofition 
But their own Witneffes before the ~~ 
of Commons flew in their Faces,.and-did the 
Company the Juftice toown their Neceffity. 

Byer fince the firft Eftablifhment of the 
Trade, Forts and Caftles have been main- 
cain’d for this Purpofe,and when the prefent 
Company was firft ere€ted on the Ruins of 
an Old Company that went before them— 
ip was thought the higheft Piece of Juftice 
im the..World,. that the Old Company, 
swhich-was to die in the Erection of a New, 
fhould reimburfs their Expences on the faid 
Forts and Settlements, which was done, the 
New Company paying them 34000). for the 
fame 

Ever fince this Settlement, the Gompany . 
have gone on to enlarge their Trade, en- 
ereas'd the Number and the Dimenfions of . 
their faid Forts—Tho’ labouring under the 7 
continual Inconvenience and Difcourage- 
ments of Interlopers, who pleaded a Right 
to the Trade, the Exclufive Right of the 
Company being only a Grant by Patent from 
the Crown. |: Ye ; 

At laft, tyr’d with thefe Quarrels, the 

Company and: the Yaterlopers came as it 
were ta a Treaty’ Of Peace, and agreed, 
that it fhould be free-for.every Man to trade 
to Africk, payingeuty of 10 per Cent, up- 
on all Exports apd’Imports, (Gold and 
Negroes excepted) which Money was tobe. 
paid to the Company, hut appropriated to, 
be by them apply’d. to the majntainiog. of 
thefe Forts and Caftles, ©«i-in Africa — 
By this Aét we fay, the Company's Exclufive. 
Charter and Right of. Trade is fecognized 
by Parliament, and confequently confirm’d; 
and now we are to call the other no more 


them, dnd, without doing wrong te eisher fide, 


Cent. Men. : : Be. 
But 10 go om with our iftory—The Rival 


Interefts of the Company and feparate Tra- — 
ders coming now to clath, they fall toall the — 


commonoMethods of trading Politicks,I won’t 


fayKaavery, fuch as Circumventing, Under- — 


felling, Engroffing, Foreftalling, and in fhort 
Ruining one another, and this on both fides. 


—Till the feparate Traders falling from 97 


Ships a Year to 19, and the Company in 
Proportion, theTrade it felf fuffers between 


I Jay; isin a fair Way co be loft. - 

- The Company alfo having fuffer'd pro- 
digious Loffes at Sea by the taking their 
Ships 5 in Africk by the Fren.b taking their 
Settlements and Forts, viz. at Gamboa, 
Seira-leon, c- and at St. Chriftopbers and 
Nevis, by lofiug their Effeéts, by ail, which 
they make it appear, they have loft 400080/. 
fince the War: By thefe-Loffes they @re 
bronghtfolow, that they: find themfelvés 
necefficated to fly to the Government for a 
new Settlement 3 in which they propofe an 
Alternative either for their own Preferva- 
tion, foas toenable them by the publick 
Affiftance to retrieve their Lofles, a Thing 
not altogether unjuft ; or that they may be 
fet down foftly, fo: as not to be modftally 
wounded by the/Change, and a New.Com- 
pany being form’d on their Afhes, their 
Dead-Stock, i. ¢. their Forts and Caftles 
may be taken into the New Company’s Sub 
fcription at a due Valuation, Sy which, anc 
faving theic Effeéts abroad, they alledge 
they thalPbe enabled to pay their juft Debts 
which are above 300000. and as-for. their 
Stock which owes them 814900}, more, they 
muft fit down by the Lofs,- and are.contesr.. 

Itthiok this is an Impartial State of the 


Faét, and, I muft own, I think it isa juft 


Requeft they make. 

But the Separate Traders, Alarm’d upon 
this Application of the Company, apply to 
the Parliament, and getting the Commiffie- 
ners of Trade'on their fide, they fall upon 
the Company with.a great deal of Clamour 
about Mifmanagement, bring a great many 


‘of theirown Servants to difclofe their 


former Truft in the Cempany’s Bufinefs—e 


and the like; and the Sumof all, is, they ~ 
.defire to. have the Trade laid open 


They alledged, Ficft,. The Forts and Cafles 
were of noule, aad fo they bad nothing 
to pay for them ——But being driven from 
that by the Force of Demonftration, and 
the Teftimony of their own Witneffis, they 

then 


then fly to Undervalue them, leffening the 

Expence of Building, and the Expence of 

‘Maintaining ——= Aud very much in the right 

of it they are, fince they forefee, if they 

take them from the psefenat Company, they 

_muft come to a Price for them. : 

’ After this had been Debated three times 

at theBar of the Houfe of Commons, and 

_ the Separate Traders, having had their 

_ full Freedom of Speech, had uled the Com 

- pany Courfly, to their Hearts Content, 

_ while Mc. Parne}, for_but barely and mo- 

- deftly Defending the Company at the Bar 

of the Houle of Commons, was Infolently 

_ Challenged by fome of the other Party to 
Fight him-——In which, ‘I thick, with 

 Submiffion, the Houfe, not the Company 

- was Infulted 5 and, nodoubt, had they 

~ been moved in it, would have fhewn their 

~ Refentment. 

After all this, they carry their Point fo 
far, as to obrain a Vote in the Houfe fora 
RegulatedCompany And a Bill isnow 
depending inthe Houfe to bring-it to pats. 

What Hand the Separate Traders had 

in giving in the Scheme on which this Bill 
is Founded, Ibave nothing to do witb. ~ But 
fetting afide all the impraéticables of the 

Projeét —— The Weaknefs and Incapacity 

of fuch a Model to fecure the Trade to the 

Nation, the many times, they have 

been called upon to fay, What Security 

they can propofe to the Nation, that the 

Trade fhall be preferved, but to no pur- 

pofe. It remains, to obferve fome Incon- 

fiftencies with ic felf, and fome Inconfiften- 
cies with Common Juftice, inthis Demand 

ef the Separate Traders. . = ° 
Firft, They demand, that immediately 

upon the Paffing this Bill, the Company 

fhall be Tran(migrated into a State of En- 
tity, and Non-Eptity together. They fay, 
they fhall be a Company indeed, and fo 
they preferve the Name— But all their Tra- 
ding Capacity istaken away, and ftruck 


witha Dead‘pally’; by the-AG, they have 


neither Tongue to fpeak, Hand toaét, or 
Feetto walk, They are'now 2 Company Tra- 
ding intheir SOUL, ‘their Stock in Trade 
is their LIE E, their Power of Trade is 
their Locomotive Faculty to take away their 
Trade, and Power of A@ing 4 and yet:to 
callithema Company, is to Kill a. Man, 
and then call him a Man? . To faya. Dead 
Man, is tofpeak Nonfence, it isa Corps ; 
to fay, a Dead Company, is in Trade meer 
Nonfence and Incorfiftency; they are a 
Corps of a Company, but they are Shape- 
lefs, Lifelefs, and BE Fz@lefs ; they are a No- 
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thing, ameerShadowand Lump of Incon. 


filtency, without a Liberty to Trade. 

But to come to the Fujtice of it, We tall 
loudly of PROPERTY in England, and 
when we are before the Parliament, we 
fhould more particularly talk of it ——=For 
"tis the Language of the Place, ’tis the 
Darling of the Houfe———=Their Laws have 
been made to preferve its —~ Traytors have 
been Impeach’d for Javading it, Favourites 
have been Ruffled for Assempting is ——~ 
And Kings for Negle@ of it.————There 
never any Law pa(s'd to Jnjure it, nor ever 
was Man Proteéted for Affaulting it ——-p- 
‘And | firmly believe this is che. firft Ofer, 
that atleaft in my time was ever prefum'd 
to be made, to perfwade the Houfe to 
Weaken it. - 

’Tis the Glory of the Houfe of Commons, 
that the meaneft Subje&’s Property is fafe 
from their Vigilance; aud, .I doube-not, 
when the Houje fhall come to Examine how 
the Propersies, not of a tingle Perfon, but 
of a large Number, a Community of Peo- 
ple, is Shipwreck’d at once by this Attempt 
of the Separate Traders, they will, accor- 
ding to their ancient Ufage, do Right, and 
Cruth Wrong, whether AG&ed or Infinuated. 

Upon the firft Paffing the Law thefe 
Gentlemen pufh’d at, the whole PR O- 
PERT Y of the Company in Africa is de- 
ftroy’d, . and this I undertake to prove, 
thug-——--The Company from that Mo- 
ment caw Trade mp more —They cannot fup- 
ply their: Servants, Faétors and Agenés, 
neither for Subfiftence or Defence, msuch Jefs 
for Trade 3 for they canput fend out a Ship, 
>The whole Englifh Pofleffion is given to 
the Separate Fraders ——— And the Com- 
pany ts not fo much as allowed 2 Moment 
to bring home their Effe&s ; a thing: never 
heard of before. ; 

This difcovers the, Hefte the Geatlemen 
were in—I wont fay their @uftice, for Ican 
hardly think they could ask fuch a ghiog of 
the Houfe in their. Wits —But Fluhh’d with 
Succefs, they Devoured the Company at a 
Morfel, and neve; allowed themfelves time 
to think of doing them the leaft Juftice, no, 
not fo much as fetching home theirs poor 


‘Banifh’d Servants, who might Starve, or 


Sell shemfelves and their Maftess, and run 
away with the Money ; for this A& takes 
no Care of them. 

Then for their Forts and Caftles, they 
fhould be bound not to fell them, tho’, saat 
is the Word, but rather to delives them to 
the Separate Traders ——and that [MME- 
DIATELY ———For they become the See 
parace 
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“parate Traders that very Day the A@is - 


pa(s’d, butfor Payment they make no Pro- 
Vifion, eitherforthe Sum; how much, et 
the Day when they. fball be paid that 
is adjourn’d fine Die. ree 

With what Face can Men of Sen‘e and 
Honefty offer fuch a thing to a Houfe of 
Commons, whofe Foundation is PROPER: 
TY, and allits Superftruéture Liderty; a 
Houje Famous for being the Sanétuary of 
the Oppreffed, and the Terror of the Ops 
preffor? ‘How could they ask the Aoufe 
to grant the Surrender of Men’s Proper- 
ties without a Forfeiture, a Penalty with- 
out a Crime, an Exorbitent Fine without 
‘@ Tryals, athing which deftroys the Claim 
‘of Right, undermines Magna Charta, and 
which, whenever a Parliament grants, they 
«divide againft themfelves, and aé& contra- 
ty totheir Fundamental Principle? 

To excufe this, they fay itis refer’d to 
‘Commiffioners, and if they cannot agree, it 
is left to the Crown 3 this is making it ftill 
worfe 3 Did ever Houfe of Commons put the 
Subje@s Property in the Power of the 
Crown ? a—_——. Whether -would this lead 
us 2 And what made the lare Revolution 
fo neceflary, but to take the Subje&’s Pro- 
‘perty out of the Power of the Crown ?—— 
The Reference is flillas bad, for it is like- 
eee fhall agree: Are you fure the 

mmiffioners know the Value of what 
theyare to Appraife ?— Can Lawful Ap- 
praife be numinated by them that do not fee 
the Schedule of things— And underftand 
them Appraifers are to be indiffe- 

“rent between Parties, and tohave no Inte- 
 yeft in cither 3 Appraifersare to be Sworn 
to do Juftice between Buyer and Seller, 
and Appraifers are to have Judgment jn 
the things they are to Appraile, and to 
“Wiew them. 

Let us fee how this can be here———— 
And when this is brought to an Upfhot, 
vir, A Difagreement, the Queen fhall ap- 
point an Umpire, 1 doubt not, if 
Her Majefty were to Adjudge it Perfonal- 
ly, the Company would be very Safe. —— 
‘But tis the Nature of the Thing is Deba- 
ted: — Did ever Parliament obliges 
the Subjeé to part with his Property with- 
out his Gonfent, and put the Valuation to 
‘the Crown jet them fhow us the Prece- 
dent? The Affair of the Jxdie Company 
was Refer'd tomy Lord Treafurer, ‘and 
the Juftice of his Lordthip in thac Affair 
thas aGeneral Applaufe, buc this was by 
MniualConfent, of which here is not one 
word, 
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Well wow, fuppofe this Arbitration or 
Appraifement ended, and the Value De- 
termined,how hall they be paid ?——— All 
the Propofal, is by a Tax to be laid upon 
the Export of the. Trade, and yet nota 
Man is obliged to Export one Farthing— 
A blefied Security! no Expost, no Tex 3 no 
Tax, 00 Payment ; no Payment, no Bargaine 
= And where’s the Juftice of this ? For the 
Forts muft be delivered, they took care to 
fix a Day for that(viz.) immediately —— 

paid for immediately after latter 
Lammas. ( 
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Web, but fay they, we fhall certainly 
Trade; very well, Gentlemen, pray, for 
how much ? ‘I Challenge them all togive 
me an Anfwer to that thort Queftion—~ 
And if I were to Interrogate a Separate 
Trader at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, 
I would venture to be Exported My felf, it 
they could give any Anfwer, but what is 
ee fet down in the following fhort Dia- 

ogue. 

Review. Pray, how many will take the 
Fréedom of your Company ? 

Sep. Trader. I cannot tell. ; 

Rev. Pray, how much will you raife by 
Fines upon Freedoms of your Com- 
pany? 

5,7. 1 cannot tell... 

Rev. Sir, pray, by your Proeé, how: 
much will you trade for to Africa ? 

5.7. I cannot tell. 

ev. Pray, how much will you be able to 
raife by a Tax on your Trade? 

5.7. I cannot tell. 

Rev. Pray, fhal you raife enough to 
maintain your Forts and Cafttes ? 

5.7. Icannot tell. 

Rev. Pray, when will you be able to pay 
the Company for them ? 

S.7. I cannot tell. 

If this be a Foundatiorf to take the Com- 
pany’s Property trom them—If this be a 
Foundation to take their TYade from them ; 
if this bea Foundation to fecure the African 
Trade upon, which is already voted necef- 
fary to be prefery’d, then we have f-ught 
for and bought fo dear our Liberty, to a lels 
Purpofe than ever Limagin’d. 

Pray, what is Liberty —But a Freedom to 
poffefs Property, a Liberty to enjoy it, and 
a Righe to defend it ? ——— And this is fo 
much the Priviledge of an Englifh Man, that 
no Human Power can, without aCrime to 
forfeit, or a Confent to yield it, dive him 
Of jim [fitcan, ye may wipe your 
Mouths with Magna Charta, Claim of Right, 


ssandall. the Laws hitherto to defend then: 
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